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Complex Dynamics





Local dynamics near irrationally indifferent fixed points

Irrationally indifferent fixed point of a holomorphic function

α ∈ R � Qf(z) = e2πiαz + z2 + . . . ,

The fixed point is linearizable if and only if it is locally (holomorphically) 
conjugate to a rotation. 

Problem: What is the local dynamics when the fixed pt is not linearizable?

He constructed some examples of germs of hedgehogs.

Problem: What are possible hedgehogs for quadratic polynomials?

Perez-Marco’s Hedgehog: 0 ∈ U topological disk in C, f : U → f(U)
homeo, holomorphic in U , f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2), α ∈ R � Q
∃K ⊂ U maximal connected invariant set.



α = ±
1

a1 ±
1

a2 ±
1
. . .

(ai ∈ N, ai ≥ N large)



Return map and renormalization
f
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Rf = (first return map of f) after rescaling (1)

= g ◦ fk ◦ g−1 (if return time ≡ k) (2)
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high iterates of f
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fine orbit structure for f
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Rf
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large scale orbit structure for 

Renormalization

Successive construction of Rf , R2f , . . . , helps to understand the
dynamics of f (orbits, invariant sets, rigidity, bifurcation, . . . )
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The renormalization R : f �→ Rf can be considered as a meta-
dynamics on the space of dynamical systems of certain class.
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Feigenbaum-Coullet-Tresser for unimodal maps
f2 Rf = g ◦ (f2|J) ◦ g−1

g

f

I = [0, 1] J ⊂ I s.t. f2(J) ⊂ J

R
fa

F

PD(1→ 2)

PD(2→ 4)

PD(4→ 8)

stable manifold
W s(F )

Hyperbolic fixed point or hyperbolic 
horseshoe of the meta-dynamics imply 
conclusion on rigidity and structure of 
parameter space

The universality of ratios of bifurcating 
parameters
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f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

C R Z Q D H R ! Q C/Z C∗ D∗ C C ! D (−∞,−1]

z '→ e2πiz z '→ exp(2πiz)

f Rf R0f Rαf Rf

1

f0

f0(z) holomorphic near 0 f0(0) = 0 f ′
0(0) = λ

f0(z) = λz + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = e2πi p
q z + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = z + a2z2 + . . .

λ = e2πi p
q λ = 1 a2 != 0

f(z) = e2πiαz + . . .

f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2)

f ′(0) = e2πiα, α small

α ∈ C ! {0} small and | arg α| <
π

4

α ∈ R ! Q

ai ∈ N ai ≥ N

F0(w) = w + 1 + o(1) w = − c

w
near 0 near ∞ T (w) = w + 1 Φattr Φrep C/Z C

mod Z Ef0

f0 ! R0f0 R0f0(z) = z + O(z2)

f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

C R Z Q D H R ! Q C/Z C∗ D∗ C C ! D (−∞,−1]

z '→ e2πiz z '→ exp(2πiz)

f Rf R0f Rαf Rf

1

f

f0(z) holomorphic near 0 f0(0) = 0 f ′
0(0) = λ

f0(z) = λz + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = e2πi p
q z + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = z + a2z2 + . . .

λ = e2πi p
q λ = 1 a2 != 0

f(z) = e2πiαz + . . .

f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2)

f ′(0) = e2πiα, α small | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ C ! {0} small and | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ R ! Q

ai ∈ N ai ≥ N

F0(w) = w + 1 + o(1) w = − c

w
near 0 near ∞ T (w) = w + 1 Φattr Φrep C/Z C

mod Z Ef0 Ef

f0 ! R0f0 R0f0(z) = z + O(z2)

f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

C R Z Q D H R ! Q C/Z C∗ D∗ C C ! D (−∞,−1]

z '→ e2πiz z '→ exp(2πiz)

f Rf R0f Rαf Rf

1

f0(z) holomorphic near 0 f0(0) = 0 f ′
0(0) = λ

f0(z) = λz + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = e2πi p
q z + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = z + a2z2 + . . .

λ = e2πi p
q λ = 1 a2 != 0

f(z) = e2πiαz + . . .

f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2)

f ′(0) = e2πiα, α small | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ C ! {0} small and | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ R ! Q

ai ∈ N ai ≥ N

F0(w) = w + 1 + o(1) w = − c

w
near 0 near ∞ T (w) = w + 1 Φattr Φrep C/Z C

mod Z Ef0 Ef

f0 ! R0f0 R0f0(z) = z + O(z2)

f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep χf χf (z) = z − 1

α
Rf = χf ◦ Ef

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

C R Z Q D H R ! Q C/Z C∗ D∗ C C ! D (−∞,−1]

z '→ e2πiz z '→ exp(2πiz)

f Rf R0f Rαf Rf χf

1

depends continuously  on 

f0(z) holomorphic near 0 f0(0) = 0 f ′
0(0) = λ

f0(z) = λz + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = e2πi p
q z + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = z + a2z2 + . . .

λ = e2πi p
q λ = 1 a2 != 0

f(z) = e2πiαz + . . .

f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2)

f ′(0) = e2πiα, α small | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ C ! {0} small and | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ R ! Q

ai ∈ N ai ≥ N

F0(w) = w + 1 + o(1) w = − c

w
near 0 near ∞ T (w) = w + 1 Φattr Φrep C/Z C

mod Z Ef0 Ef

f0 ! R0f0 R0f0(z) = z + O(z2)

f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

C R Z Q D H R ! Q C/Z C∗ D∗ C C ! D (−∞,−1]

z '→ e2πiz z '→ exp(2πiz)

f Rf R0f Rαf Rf

1

f0(z) holomorphic near 0 f0(0) = 0 f ′
0(0) = λ

f0(z) = λz + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = e2πi p
q z + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = z + a2z2 + . . .

λ = e2πi p
q λ = 1 a2 != 0

f(z) = e2πiαz + . . .

f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2)

f ′(0) = e2πiα, α small | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ C ! {0} small and | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ R ! Q

ai ∈ N ai ≥ N

F0(w) = w + 1 + o(1) w = − c

w
near 0 near ∞ T (w) = w + 1 Φattr Φrep C/Z C

mod Z Ef0 Ef

f0 ! R0f0 R0f0(z) = z + O(z2)

f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

C R Z Q D H R ! Q C/Z C∗ D∗ C C ! D (−∞,−1]

z '→ e2πiz z '→ exp(2πiz)

f Rf R0f Rαf Rf

1

(after a suitable normalization)

f0(z) holomorphic near 0 f0(0) = 0 f ′
0(0) = λ

f0(z) = λz + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = e2πi p
q z + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = z + a2z2 + . . .

λ = e2πi p
q λ = 1 a2 != 0

f(z) = e2πiαz + . . .

f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2)

f ′(0) = e2πiα, α small | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ C ! {0} small and | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ R ! Q

ai ∈ N ai ≥ N

F0(w) = w + 1 + o(1) w = − c

w
near 0 near ∞ T (w) = w + 1 Φattr Φrep C/Z C

mod Z Ef0 Ef

f0 ! R0f0 R0f0(z) = z + O(z2)

f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep χf χf (z) = z − 1

α
Rf = χf ◦ Ef

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

C R Z Q D H R ! Q C/Z C∗ D∗ C C ! D (−∞,−1]

z '→ e2πiz z '→ exp(2πiz)

f Rf R0f Rαf Rf χf

1

f0(z) holomorphic near 0 f0(0) = 0 f ′
0(0) = λ

f0(z) = λz + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = e2πi p
q z + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = z + a2z2 + . . .

λ = e2πi p
q λ = 1 a2 != 0

f(z) = e2πiαz + . . .

f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2)

f ′(0) = e2πiα, α small | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ C ! {0} small and | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ R ! Q

ai ∈ N ai ≥ N

F0(w) = w + 1 + o(1) w = − c

z
near 0 near ∞ T (w) = w + 1 Φattr Φrep C/Z C

mod Z Ef0 Ef

f0 ! R0f0 R0f0(z) = z + O(z2)

f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep χf χf (z) = z − 1

α
Rf = χf ◦ Ef '

Ef0(z) = z + o(1) (Im z → +∞)

Π Π(z) = e2πiz Π : C/Z #−→ C∗

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

C R Z Q D H R ! Q C/Z C∗ D∗ C C ! D (−∞,−1]

1

first return map

f0(z) holomorphic near 0 f0(0) = 0 f ′
0(0) = λ

f0(z) = λz + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = e2πi p
q z + a2z2 + . . .

f0(z) = z + a2z2 + . . .

λ = e2πi p
q λ = 1 a2 != 0

f(z) = e2πiαz + . . .

f(z) = e2πiαz + O(z2)

f ′(0) = e2πiα, α small | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ C ! {0} small and | arg α| < π
4

α ∈ R ! Q

ai ∈ N ai ≥ N

F0(w) = w + 1 + o(1) w = − c

z
near 0 near ∞ T (w) = w + 1 Φattr Φrep C/Z C

mod Z Ef0 Ef

f0 ! R0f0 R0f0(z) = z + O(z2)

f ! Rf Rf(z) = e2πiβz + O(z2) β = − 1
α

mod Z

Φattr(f(z)) = Φattr(z) + 1 Φrep(f(z)) = Φrep(z) + 1 Φ...(f0(z)) = Φ...(z) + 1

Ef0(z) = Φattr ◦ Φ−1
rep χf χf (z) = z − 1

α
R̃f = χf ◦ Ef R̃f Rf = χf ◦ Ef '

Ef0(z) = z + o(1) (Im z → +∞)

Π Π(z) = e2πiz Π : C/Z #−→ C∗ R0f0 = Π ◦ Ef0 ◦ Π−1 R0f0 = Π ◦ Ef0 ◦ Π−1 R0f0 =
Π ◦ Ef0 ◦ Π−1

f = P ◦ ϕ−1

f = Q ◦ ϕ−1

0 ∞ (−∞,−1]

1



Near-parabolic renormalization

glue 
& 

uniformize

C/Z

1

f

1

C∗ = C ! {0}

1

Exp!(z)
= exp(2πiz)

1

first return map

Rf

1

Rf can be defined when f(z) = e2πiαz + . . . is a small perturbation of
z + a2z2 + . . . (a2 != 0) and | arg α| < π/4.

1

f

1

Rf

1



f

1

Rf

1

R2f R3f



Xi

. . .

Dynamical charts

Open sets Ui (i ∈ I), which cover a punctured nbd of fixed pt

Maps ϕi : Ui → X , a small number of model spaces

Index set I with induced dynamics r : I → I
(represents the combinatorics of the dynamics)

A small number of model dynamics F = ϕr(i) ◦ f ◦ ϕ−1
i

(for example, Fcan and id)

Gluing ϕi,j = ϕi ◦ ϕ−1
j on overlaps, compatible with model dynamics

(absorbs the difference for particular maps)
Special for irrational dynamics: Refinements

one system of charts −→ a new system of refined charts

f Ui ϕi

Fi

Convention
z → 0 in Ui

Im w → +∞ in Xi

⇐
⇒



Successive renormalizations = refinements of dynamical charts

. . .

. . .

f Rf

f

Rf

R2f



Construction of dynamical charts

is an invariant set containing the critical 
orbit

f

Ωf ΩRf

Rf

Ω(0) ⊃ Ω(1)
k1
⊃ · · · ⊃ Ω(n)

k1,k2,...,kn
⊃ Ω(n+1)

k1,k2,...,kn,kn+1
⊃ . . .

Ω(0)
f

Ω(0)
Rf

Ω(1)
f,k1

Ω(1)
f,k1

Ω(0)
f

Ω(2)
f,k1,k2

each Ω(n)
k1,k2,...,kn

is isomorphic to truncated checkerboard pattern ΩRnf they are glued via θRnf

“maximal hedgehog”
Λf =

∞�

n=0

�

(k1,...,kn)∈An

Ω(n)
f, k1,k2,...,kn



Proof by successive (cut-off) 
homotopies just like in the 
case of exponential maps

Ω(0)
f

Ω(0)
Rf

Ω(1)
f,k1

Ω(1)
f,k1

Ω(0)
f

Ω(2)
f,k1,k2

Iterating exponential(-like) maps is 
necessary to understand quadratic 
polynomials!



Thank you!


