In this talk I will explain how to construct a topological space (the ribbon
graph complex) which is used to study the geometry of Riemann surfaces.
The ribbon graph complex itself has a rich geometric structure; in particular
it is an example of a symplectic manifold. I will show how to calculate the
symplectic volume of this space by cutting graphs into simpler pieces. To
conclude my talk I will discuss a few interesting applications of this result.



